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John W. Hessler, when not climbing in the Alps, mountain biking 
in some jungle or searching through ruins in North Africa and 
Central America, is the Curator of the Jay I. Kislak Collection of 
the Archaeology and History of the Early Americas and a 
Specialist in Modern Cartography and Geographic Information 
Science at the Library of Congress.  
 
A Fellow of the Royal Geographical Society, he is also a lecturer 
in Computational Archaeology and the Environment in the 
Graduate School of Advanced Studies at Johns Hopkins 
University. Hessler has written extensively on the history of 
exploration, cartography, archaeology and the environment and is the author over one-hundred articles and 

books including, The Naming of America: Martin 
Waldseemüller’s 1507 World Map and the Cosmographiae 
Introductio; A Renaissance Globemaker’s Toolbox: Johannes 
Schöner and the Revolution of Modern Science, 1475-1550; 
Thoreau on Cape Cod: his journeys and his lost maps; Seeing 
the World Anew: the radical vision of Martin 
Waldseemuller’s 1507 and 1516 World Maps; Galileo’s 
Starry Messenger; and Columbus’ Book of Privileges, 1502: 
the Claiming of a New World. 
 
Much of his research at the Library of Congress has 
concentrated on the computer modeling and mathematical 
analysis of Roman, 

medieval and early Renaissance cartography, where he has developed 
new techniques for historical map georectification and statistical shape 
analysis. His mathematical studies of early mapmaking have been 
featured in numerous national media outlets including the New York 
Times, Washington Post and most recently in Discover Magazine (June 
2014).  
 
Hessler is the founder of The Scaling Lab, a cartographical and 
mathematical collective that uses the theory of complex adaptive 
systems to study archaeological phenomenon and historical human 
networks. He is also a researcher in the agent-based modeling group at 
the humanitarian technology network, Crisis Mappers.  
 
An avid traveler and mountaineer, Hessler is a regular contributor to the 
climbing and exploration journal Alpinist and is currently at work on a 
cellular automata and GIS based model that simulates the environmental collapse of early Maya civilization. 

mailto:jhes@loc.gov

